Alfred Leroy "Kirk" Kirkpatrick 
died on June 15th of heart failure. He was 88. Born and raised in Birmingham, AL, he worked in the steel mills and then joined the Merchant Marines where he served during WWII. Kirk worked for many years in the soft drink industry rising to senior executive and then as an industry consultant in sales and marketing. Kirk was President of SME of Atlanta and Director of SME International. The latter part of his career was spent as a public speaker traveling all over North America speaking at dinners, seminars, and conventions. He wrote several popular books on public speaking, motivation, negotiation techniques, and humor. After retiring, he continued to expand his interests and activities well into his 80's by teaching a public speaking course at Emory University, beginning his acting career and continuing to write. He appeared in print ads, TV commercials, and movies. He even did one evening of stand up comedy at the local Punchline. Always active, he played tennis and loved ballroom dancing. An avid college football fan, he served for several years on the Peach Bowl Selection Committee and was a member of the Atlanta Touchdown Club. The epitome of the gregarious salesman, he never met a stranger and was loved and respected by all. "Big Daddy", as he was known by his family, is survived by his daughter Sylvia Higginbotham, son-in-law Fred Higginbotham, granddaughter Cathy Adams, grandson Demian Entrekin, 3 great grandchildren, and one great great grandson. There will be a memorial service at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, 955 Johnson Ferry Rd., Marietta on June 23rd at 10:30 AM. The family has requested that in lieu of flowers, a contribution be made in his name to the Tommy Nobis Center.He will be missed by many. Sail on, Big Daddy, sail on. Cremation Society of Georgia 404-355-7627
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- See more at: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/atlanta/obituary.aspx?n=alfred-kirkpatrick&pid=18123740&fhid=5304#sthash.Ti3k7hOK.dpuf

