Charles B. "Chuck" Kirkpatrick died peacefully at home, in Bloomfield Village, Mi surrounded by his family, on June 10, 2013. It was his 85th birthday.
Mr. Kirkpatrick was born on June 10, 1928 in Frankfort, Indiana. He was raised on a farm by his parents, Frank Austin Kirkpatrick and Mary Adeline (formerly Bishop) Kirkpatrick. His parents instilled very strong fundamental values into Chuck from his childhood that served him well throughout his long life.
Chuck was a high achiever, including earning the rank of Eagle Scout from the Boy Scouts of America. He would later return to Scouting as a leader when his own sons became old enough to join. He would eventually join Michigan's Scout Troop 1005 (based at Christ Church Cranbrook) in a variety of roles, culminating in Troop Committee Chairman.
Upon graduation from Frankfort High School, Chuck entered Purdue University at West Lafayette, Indiana in 1946 on a Naval ROTC scholarship. While at Purdue, he was proud to join Kappa Sigma fraternity --- a lifetime affiliation. He became a lifelong Boilermaker fan. He graduated from Purdue with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering in 1950, and began service with the U.S. Navy as an officer in the waters off Korea aboard the USS Eldorado (AGC-11), an amphibious force command ship. He also served in Korea and trans-Pacific aboard the USS Dunn County (LST 742), a Tank Landing Ship. After completing Submarine School in New London, CT he served aboard the USS Grouper (SSK-214), the U.S. Navy's first hunter-killer submarine.
After the Navy, Chuck enrolled at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois where he earned his MBA in Finance in 1954.
In 1954, Chuck married Phyllis LaPour in Chicago. The couple would have four children and enjoy 45 loving years together before Phyllis passed away on August 12, 1999.
After Chuck's beloved wife Phyllis passed away, Chuck eventually found and married Gretchen Hitch Kirkpatrick in 2001. Chuck and Gretchen would enjoy ten busy years together, extensively traveling and enjoying their retirement years together. Gretchen predeceased Chuck in 2011.
On January 3, 1955, Chuck joined the Ford Motor Company at their World Headquarters in Dearborn, Michigan. He enjoyed a very successful career, retiring after almost 40 years on February 1, 1994. He had positions of increasing responsibility throughout his career, including time with Ford International and Finance.
Chuck and Phyllis' first family home was in Livonia, Michigan. While in Livonia, Chuck led the campaign for the creation of a new Community College District to serve Livonia and adjacent suburbs. The creation of Schoolcraft College was a watershed event in education for the area, and Chuck was elected to serve as one of the Founding Trustees of the College in 1961. Schoolcraft has since grown into one of the nation's best community colleges with an enrollment of 13, 000 and over 90 programs of study.
In 1964, the family outgrew their small home in Livonia, and Chuck and Phyllis moved to Bloomfield Village, MI to a beautiful English Tudor home built in 1927 with room for a family of six and various pets. Chuck would spend the rest of his life in this pleasant neighborhood. The family began worshipping at Christ Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, beginning a 49-year relationship with Christ Church that included four confirmations, weddings of three children and memorial services for two beloved spouses.
The Birmingham Athletic Club (BAC) became an important early part of Chuck's family. The growing Club was located just a mile away from the house on Maple Road, and the family quickly was involved in the year-round sports and social events. Chuck served in a number of leadership positions for the BAC, including Squash Chairman (1990-91), House Committee Chairman (1994-95), Facilities Chairman (1995-96) and a member of the BAC Board of Directors (1998-2001).
Chuck demonstrated his fondness for Bloomfield Village by serving on the Bloomfield Village Board from 1974-77. He also began that year as the Editor of the Bloomfield Village Bulletin and as Village Historian, roles he would maintain for years. His interest in local history led him to the Bloomfield Historical Society, where he became as a member of their Board of Directors from 2008-2010.
Chuck's desire to give back to the community after his retirement was demonstrated by his participation in the Detroit Executive Service Corps (DESC). The DESC is a nonprofit organization providing management consulting services to the nonprofit and educational communities in Southeast Michigan. Chuck also began serving in a leadership capacity with Crossroads for Youth in Oxford, MI, a private, nonprofit agency that serves at-risk children and youth.
Chuck became actively engaged in the Bloomfield Lions Club, a group dedicated to local community service. He received the Bloomfield Lions President's Award for Outstanding Leadership in 2008-09. As Club President, he was also recognized by Lions International as a Melvin Jones Fellow for dedicated humanitarian services in 2010-11.
Chuck was also very engaged with the Senior Men's Club of Birmingham. He served as Chairman for a number of Committees, including the Computer Group, the Classic Movie Group, and as Editor of the Reminder newsletter. Chuck was elected President of this vigorous Club of about 650 members in 2012.
Beloved husband of the late Phyllis and the late Gretchen. Dear father of Tom (Sue), Carol Kirkpatrick Jackman (Ed), David (Lynn) and Don (Katie). Loving grandfather of Elizabeth Kirkpatrick, Katherine Kirkpatrick Bos, Rob Kirkpatrick, Anne Kirkpatrick Breithaupt, Daniel Kirkpatrick, Emily Jackman, Patrick Jackman, William Jackman, Julia Kirkpatrick and William Kirkpatrick. Brother of Julia Kirkpatrick McKinney (Mark).
Memorial service Monday June 17th at 11:00am at Christ Church Cranbrook, 470 Church Rd., (Lone Pine west of Woodward), Bloomfield Hills. A memorial reception will follow.
In lieu of flowers, family suggests memorial tributes to the Michigan Parkinson's Foundation, 30400 Telegraph Rd., Suite 150, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48025 or Oakland County Crossroads for Youth, 930 E. Drahner Rd., P.O. Box 9, Oxford, MI 48371. - See more at: http://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituary/Charles-B.-Chuck-Kirkpatrick/Bloomfield-Hills-MI/1216244" http://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituary/Charles-B.-Chuck-Kirkpatrick/Bloomfield-Hills-MI/1216244

