
UNTANGLING  THE  “BIRDS’ NEST”  OF MIS-
INFORMATION  AND MYTHS ABOUT  HUGH  KIRKPATRICK  

OF W. NOTTINGHAM TOWNSHIP., CHESTER CO.,  PA  
(HIS OLDER BROTHER, JOHN & HIS SON JOHN HUGH) 

 
I find the Internet is both a blessing and a curse for genealogists.  Research has 

become so much easier (I often say I can accomplish in an afternoon what  that took me 

a month or more to accomplish before the advent of the internet) BUT the internet has 

resulted in what I call “Cut-and-Paste Genealogy.”  That is where people surfing 

through sites like Ancestry.com find a family that looks like it could contain one of their 

ancestors, so they save it to their tree. Those who practice cut-and-paste genealogy 

seldom question this new information, nor do they take the time to document the 

suppositions made those practicing “Sloppy” or  “Lazy”  Genealogy. UNBEKNOWNST 

to them, the tree has errors; either the wrong people as parents,  spouses or children, 

dates could be wrong  and the list goes on.  This  mis-information continues to spread 

through the genealogy community like a cancer, and dose almost irreversible harm by 

sending others  “barking up the wrong family tree.” 

 

I am writing this because after researching this family for  about 40 years, and in doing 

so I have seen many “theories” accepted WITHOUT being verified with documentation.  

Such is the case with John Hugh Kirkpatrick  (1741-1812), son of Hugh Kirkpatrick 

(1697-1768) and nephew of John Kirkpatrick (1687-1772).  There is so much mis-

information and just-plain “Bad Genealogy”  on some of these sites that I fear it will 

NEVER be corrected. So, this is my stab at setting the record straight.  I will support 

everything I write will be supported with Primary-Source Documents or Secondary-

Source Documents.   

 

FIRST I’m listing all the incorrect information I find about JOHN HUGH KIRKPATRICK, 

HUGH KIRKPATRICK, JOHN KIRKPATRICK  & the falsely claimed parents of Hugh, 

WILLIAM KIRKPATRICK & MARGARET WAUGH.  

 

Re: John Hugh Kirkpatrick: 

 He was a Revolutionary War Soldier 

 His parents were William Kirkpatrick & Margaret Waugh 

 He was born in Scotland 

 

Let’s take these 3 statements one at a time. 

1 John Hugh was a Revolutionary War Soldier.  This supposition stems from 

the early 20th Century  research of E. Spears McCollough who’s  thrust was to 

get his mother into the DAR.  He did a lot of good research but he had two 

disadvantages. Number one is the fact that at least 2 other men were also 

named John Kirkpatrick and lived in western North Carolina, where John 

Hugh supposedly enlisted and served at the Battle of Kings Mountain.  At 

least one other of these Johns was born in 1741, further complicating the 

issue.   



E Spears DID find a pay slip for a John Kirkpatrick awarding him £3 and 12 

shillings for a public service claim in 1783.  NO MIDDLE NAME OR INITIAL 

was on this slip.  Other records for the area of East Tennessee and Western 

North Carolina fail to show that John Kirkpatrick was in that area prior to Nov 

1790 when his son Hugh acquired a land grant in Greene County TN.  In 

1787 there was a petition to form the State of Franklin  with over 450 

signatures, but NO John Kirkpatrick.  

 Based on those circumstances, the DRA, which had lax requirements of 

proof before 1950, has suspended accepting descendants of John Hugh 

Kirkpatrick as members.  As much as I would like to be able to claim him as a 

Revolutionary  Patriot, I tend to agree with their decision. 

 

2 John Hugh Kirkpatrick’s parents were William Kirkpatrick and Margaret 

Waugh.  This is another erroneous “fact”  brought to us by E Spears 

McCollough.  It appears that he based his supposition on the earlier work of 

noted Pennsylvania Historian, Wm Henry Engle.  His source was most likely 

Pennsylvania Genealogies; Scotch-Irish and German 1886 

 

 
Once McCollough found this, he stopped looking.  Had he dug a little further he 

would have found the following: 



 
Add to his info the fact in William’s will, dated 1760,  he gave ½ his land to son John 

and son Will with the proviso that the land would be transferred when Wm reached age 

21. If either of then died before that time, the survivor  would receive both halves of the 

property.   



 
 

When Wm reached the age of majority in 1780, he was deeded the entirety of both 

tracts of land  indicating that John, the son of William had died sometime before 1780.  

John Hugh Kirkpatrick  then could NOT have been the child of Wm and Margaret 

Waugh.   

 
 

Looking a little deeper we find that Hugh Kirkpatrick in neighboring W. Nottingham 

Township of Chester Co, PA  had a son named John. 



 
 

This John’s wife’s name was Jean or Jane, the same as John Hugh Kirkpatrick’s wife, 

Jean or Jane Wilkins.   

 
 

That means John Hugh’s father was Hugh Kirkpatrick (1697-1768).   



 

3 John Hugh Kirkpatrick was born in scotland.   Now, we know Hugh was living in 

1729 in West Nottingham Township of Chester Co, PA meaning that John Hugh 

Kirkpatrick, born in 1741 was born in Chester Co., PA.(really in Cecil Co., MD, but 

is was considered PA at the time due to the border dispute). 

 
Re: Hugh Kirkpatrick: 

 His parents were John Kirkpatrick and Hanna Vance 

 His Parents were Alexander Kirkpatrick and Hanna Vance 

 His mother was  Alice Wallace, Margaret Chataris, Mary Wilson, Margaret 

Edmiston 

 His wife was Margaret Waugh, Jane Waugh, Margaret Gregg, Jane McClure 

Let’s take these statements one at a time. 

1 Hugh’s parents were John Kirkpatrick and Hanna Vance  

   Rev. Gayley wrote in his History of Lower West Nottingham Presbyterian Church     

   (1865)  found that John Kirkpatrick was actually the older brother of Hugh Kirkpatrick. 

 
And Hanna Vance was  actually John’s wife 



 
2 Hugh’s Parents For the next two, absolutely no records have been found naming 

the parents of either Hugh Kirkpatrick and John Kirkpatrick.  (Hannah Vance has 

already been eliminated)..  Note that both Hugh and John had sons named William, 

John and Hugh, but none named Alexander.   

Also consider this: 

 
 

4 Hugh’s wife Since Hugh’s wife was not mentioned in his will, it’s safe to assume 

she was no longer living.  Margaret Waugh has already been eliminated since it’s 

been proven that she was William Kirkpatrick’s wife.  Hugh’s oldest daughter was 

named Hannah which makes the name Hannah the #1 candidate for his wife’s 

name.  BUT no record exists  so we may never know what her name was.   

 

Re John Kirkpatrick: 

 John (1687-1772) was Hugh’s (1697-1768) father 

 John was Born in Dumfries Scotland 

 



1 John was Hugh’s father.  While John DID have a son named Hugh,  the Hugh in 

question (1697-1768) had died in 1768 and John didn’t die until 1772, so the Hugh 

listed in John’s will as his son could NOT have been OUR Hugh’s father 

 

2 JOHN was born in Dumfries Scotland John’s brother-in-law, Patrick Vance,  

lived in Donegal, Ireland and his wife was born in Ireland AND since the majority of 

Kirkpatrick DNA matches came from Co Antrim, Ireland It’s safe to assume that 

both he and Hugh were also born in N. Ireland 

 

The subject of William was covered under John Hugh Kirkpatrick’s parentage above.   

 

Here’s what is known about John of Chester Co., PA 

(supported by documents) 

John Kirkpatrick, born in 1687 – died in 1772, first appears in PA in 1720.  He 

is mentioned as being one of  8 men who collectively bought land for the 

establishment of the LOWER BRANDYWINE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

 
(Scotch Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America page 281/282) 

https://books.google.com/books?id=PSJCAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA282&dq=1720+"John+Kirkpatrick"&hl=en&

sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj0-nO5q3bAhVHs1kKHZ-

bAOAQ6AEIKTAA#v=onepage&q=1720%20"John%20Kirkpatrick"&f=false 

The Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church is in Christiana Hundred, 

Newcastle County, Delaware (at that time it was part of  Pennsylvania).   

 In 1722 John had a land Patent Survey performed in Christiana Hundred 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=PSJCAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA282&dq=1720+%22John+Kirkpatrick%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj0-nO5q3bAhVHs1kKHZ-bAOAQ6AEIKTAA#v=onepage&q=1720%20"John%20Kirkpatrick"&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=PSJCAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA282&dq=1720+%22John+Kirkpatrick%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj0-nO5q3bAhVHs1kKHZ-bAOAQ6AEIKTAA#v=onepage&q=1720%20"John%20Kirkpatrick"&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=PSJCAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA282&dq=1720+%22John+Kirkpatrick%22&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjj0-nO5q3bAhVHs1kKHZ-bAOAQ6AEIKTAA#v=onepage&q=1720%20"John%20Kirkpatrick"&f=false


(Record located in the MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, TAYLOR PAPERS, V 10 #1960)  

 
John is also found on the  Chester County Tax Rolls of first Kennett Township  

from 1720-1727 then in West Nottingham Township until 1772, 

 



John also received 2 land grants in Lancaster Co., PA  

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

In reality, John Kirkpatrick lived in what is present day Sunrise Township, Cecil Co, 

Maryland (just south of the Mason Dixon Line) just west of the town of Rising Sun 

and not far from the Lower West Nottingham Presbyterian Church. .  The land 

where they lived was claimed by both Maryland and Pennsylvania.  The final state 

border wasn’t established until Mason and Dixon’s border /line was approved by 

King George III in 1769.   

 



 
We know that John Kirkpatrick died between Nov 18. 1771 & Nov. 20, 1772. His 

will was recorded in Chester Co., PA  

 



 
From his will we learn the names of his  children and grandchildren as follows: 

Sons Hugh, John & William;  

Daughters Margaret (Kirkpatrick) Evans, Eleanor (Kirkpatrick) Evans   

Grandchildren Hannah Welch, John Given, James Boyd, John Boyd, Wm Boyd,  

   Hannah Boyd, Mary Boyd & Jean Boyd (This implies there were 3 unnamed  

   daughters who have  predeceased their father – One who married a Welch, one  

   who married a Given and one who married a Boyd) 

 

The following is a transcript of John Kirkpatrick’s Obituary that appeared in the PA 

Journal and Weekly Advertiser,  No. 1568 25 Nov. 1772 

 
 

John’s wife was known to have been a Vance as mentioned here: 

 



And her 1st name (Hannah) was found in the will of her Cousin, James Vance, 

1738 in Kent Co Delaware. 

 

 
 

HERE IS WHAT I KNOW ABOUT HUGH KIRKPATRICK OF CHESTER CO, PA 

(supported by documents) 

 

Some have asserted that Hugh Kirkpatrick was born in 1710 in Scotland.  

His place of death is unknown, and based on several things, he could NOT 

have been born as late as 1710.  It  is more likely that he was born ca 

1697.  My estimation of his year-of-birth is based on the following. 

 His oldest child Gannah (Hannah) was born ca 1717. 

 He had a Land Grant Survey in Christiana Hundred, Newcastle Co, 

Delaware in March of 1722(old calendar date)/1723 (new calendar date).  If 

he was born in 1710 he would have only been 12 years-old  at that time.  

Ownership of land was a legal impossibility for a boy of 12.  He would have 

at least had to have been born no later than 1701.   

 This land grant is the earliest record we have of Hugh. 

 

 



(Record located in the MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, TAYLOR PAPERS, V 6 #1117)  

 
 

The next time we see Hugh is on the Chester Co., PA Tax Rolls of West 

Nottingham  Township starting in 1729 and ending in 1760.   

 

 
 

 

 



There are a variety of other records available for Hugh such as  his  

1733 petition to operate a tavern: 

 
 

And record of his service in the 3rd Intercolonial War (1748) when he was 

named a Captain. 

 

 



 
 

In 1765 we find a deed from Hugh to his son John (Hugh).  A close look at 

this deed, which contains an abstract of all previous owners, traces it back 

to William Penn who granted the land to John Richardson, one of the  

owners of  the original Nottingham Lots #6 and #20. 

 



(Copies of the deed are at the end of this article) 

 

Looking at the description of this land in the deed, and comparing that to 

the names of the original owners of the Nottingham Lots, (lots # 6 & 20 

granted to John Richardson and bordered by Henry Reynolds of lots 5 and 

19)  it seem obvious that this land was part of either lot #6 or lot #20. 

On March 19,  1766  

 

 
 

 
 

 



Hugh wrote his Last Will and Testament which was proven on May 18, 

1768 in West Nottingham Tshp, Chester Co., PA.   

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

From his will we learn the names of his children, but not his wife.  We can 

only assume she had already died.   

 

Sons David, Hugh, William and John 

Daughters Margaret (Kirkpatrick) Clinging, Hannah Barklay  (Kirkpatrick),   

       Elizabeth  (Kirkpatrick) Nisbit and Mary (Kirkpatrick) McConnell 

No mention of a wife. 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT IS KNOWN ABOUT HUGH’S SON JOHN HUGH KIRKPATRICK 

It is known that John Hugh Kirkpatrick was married to Jean Wilkins, as 

mentioned near the beginning of this paper.  The proof that John, son of 

Hugh was the spouse of Jane / Jean Wilkins is found when we examine 

The Grantor’s deed for the land he received from his father, Hugh.  Note hi 

wife’s name: 

 

 
 

Now consider that John Hugh Kirkpatrick’s oldest son was named DAVID, 

obviously named after his oldest brother David Kirkpatrick (1720-1770) son 

of Hugh. 

 

After 28 March 1769 we find no further documents for, from or about John 

Hugh Kirkpatrick.   


